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EMILY CARR :
FINDING RECORDS, IMAGES AND RESOURCES AT THE BC ARCHIVES

Searching indexes and databases on our web site

http://search.bcarchives.gov.bc.ca/sn-2C28181/search

¶ Fonds Descriptions

A fonds consists of the whole of the records created and/or accumulated by a single
records creator. It can include records in all media and from all catalogues at the BC
Archives. A search of this index is a useful starting point for determining the major
collections of original records relating to Carr.

TO SEARCH: Step (1): click on Fonds Descriptions. Step (2): type “emily carr”. Enter
or click on Start Search. A list of at least 5 items will be displayed. Click on the page
icon or number on the left-hand side to view the full display. Note the numbers at the
top of the display. Archives staff can explain what these numbers mean and how to
use them.
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¶ Textual Records

Contains records organized by accession, some of which have been described at the
fonds level (see above).

TO SEARCH: Step (1): click on Textual Records. Step (2): type “carr emily”. Enter or
click on Start Search. A list of at 10 items will be displayed but at the top of the list you
will see

Click on Next to advance to the rest of the results. To view the full display of any item
click on the page icon or number on the left-hand side. Collections with more than one
box of material will have a detailed finding aid allowing you to identify boxes or
microfilm reels are of interest. Microfilm is available on a self serve basis in the
Reference Room. Other material must be requested by using call slips at the Retrievals
Desk, one per box (maximum of 4 at a time).

¶ Visual Records

These can be divided into two groups: photographs of and art works by.

TO SEARCH FOR PHOTOGRAPHS: Step (1): click on Visual Records. Step (2): type “emily
carr” and hp? . Enter or click on Start Search. As with the Textual Records search,
only ten items at a time will be displayed. Click on Next to advance to the rest of the
results. To view the full description as well as a thumbnail image click on the page icon
or number on the left-hand side. Double-clicking on the thumbnail image will produce a
larger version. To retrieve only portraits of Carr (rather than group photos or photos of
her animals) search on “emily carr” and portraits. To limit your search to only those
photograph descriptions with images attached, use the “Only Match with Images On-
Line” option in the Change Search Method? Box.
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TO SEARCH FOR IMAGES OF PAINTINGS AND DRAWINGS: follow the same instructions as above
for photographs but enter carr and pdp? at Step (2). There are in excess of 1100
works described with almost 1000 online images.

¶ Library

The library consists of published material and includes descriptions (catalogue entries)
of books, pamphlets and journal articles.

TO SEARCH FOR PUBLISHED MATERIAL: Step (1): click on Library. Step (2): type “carr
emily”. Enter or click on Start Search. Ten results at a time will display. As explained
above, click on Next to view more results. Clicking on a number or page icon on the
left will provide a full display of the selected item.

Reference material

In the Photo Reference Room can be found 3 boxes of photocopied material relating to
Emily Carr. Also located in this room are portrait files and binders with slides and black
and white photographs of many of Carr’s works.

Use the Vertical Files microfilm in the Reference Room for copies of newspaper clippings
about Carr (reel 25; frames 1568-2373).

Internet sources

In addition to the records at the BC Archives the following web sites may also be of
interest. Access is not available at the Archives.

Emily Carr at Home and at Work www.emilycarr.ca/

Emily Carr House www.emilycarr.com

To the Totem Forests: Emily Carr and contemporaries www.emilycarr.org

Vancouver Art Gallery Emily Carr web site www.virtualmuseum.ca/Exhibitions/EmilyCarr/

Women Artists in Canada: Emily Carr (collectionscanada.ca/women/002026-506-e.html)
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